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Abstract

The Quran emphasizes the significant role of women in Islam and highlights their importance through various
verses. It promotes equal treatment and opportunities for both genders, recommending education for women and
acknowledging their crucial social contributions. Several Quranic verses discuss the rights and obligations shared
equally by men and women, demonstrating that there is no inherent discrimination between them. Additionally, specific
provisions within the Quran grant unique benefits to women during childbirth and childcare processes. Despite these
principles of equality, some interpretations suggest limitations on women'’s participation in public spheres. Ultimately,
the Quran serves as a guiding framework for Muslims navigating contemporary challenges. This study employs a
descriptive qualitative content analysis with thematic interpretation (Maudhu'i method) to analyze selected Quranic
verses addressing similar topics. By examining these interconnected themes, we conclude that both sexes enjoy
identical rights and roles; sometimes, women receive preferential treatment as evident from specific Quranic passages.
While discussions around male responsibilities often focus on duties, those concerning females center on their
entitlements.
Keywords: Quran, Women, Rights, Equality
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A. INTRODUCTION.

The religion believed and practiced by the people is the result of the interpretation of the
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Qur'an and hadith which are the sources of Islamic teachings. In both of these sources there
are verses and sayings that emphasize gender justice, however there are also verses and sayings
that at first glance indicate gender discrimination. The existence of verses and hadiths that
appear different must be considered in the interpretation process. If the sacred text of religion
"falls" into a patriarchal society, then it is difficult to deny that there will be no interpretation
that is biased towards the interests of men. Research conducted by Zaitunah Subhan shows
that the interpretation books written by male interpreters tend to be biased towards men, which
in turn harms women.1

In essence, the Qur'an teaches that there is equality between men and women in all aspects
of social life. However, in reality there are still several arguments that say women must limit
themselves from being active in the public sphere. Ideally, the Koran should be used as a guide
and guidance for Muslims. In fact, the Qur'an itself is not just a silent text, but it acts as a
miracle that is able to answer all the problems faced by humans to this day.

Thus, efforts to fight for full equality of rights for women are a form of effort to fully
humanize women and also aim to restore the historical rights that have been taken from
women. And this effort requires several contributions of thought in the form of writing and
research sourced from several trusted sources, in this case, of course the Qur'an is one of the
holy books that is important to study as a solution to answer this problem.

In the Qur'an in Q.S. al-Hujurat : 13 has explained that there is no difference between men
and women, both have the same freedom and rights in carrying out worship and in terms of
social activities. This verse clearly explains that the main teaching of the Koran is to liberate
humans from colonialism and discrimination. Likewise, every man and woman also have the
same responsibility, namely worshiping Allah. Here lies the difference between the two,
namely in the level of devotion to Allah.?

The problem that arises then is that, even though Islam has based an integrative awareness

regarding the existence of women in several respects as equal partners to men, the reality that

1Zaitunah Subhan, Tafsir Kebencian Hadis Bias Jender dalam Tafsir Qur’an (Yogyakarta: LKiS, 1999), hal. 81.
2 Ibid.
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is emerging today, in various Muslim-majority countries, actually presents a contradictory
view. The development and growth of Islam to various corners of the world cannot be
separated from cultural factors. The influence of a culture that is still patrilineal and the reality
of proportional comparison between men and women has spurred the proliferation of gender
discrimination.

However, it must be admitted, on the other hand, in the Qur'an there are also muhkam verses
which firmly/definitely position men above women; for example the verse about mawaris.
There is indeed no room for these verse texts to renovate. However, the number of verses like
this is very small, around 5%. This difference is more due to natural factors, where men are
the ones who are responsible for providing support in a household. Likewise, women's
domestic roles, such as being the first and main educator for children, giving birth,
breastfeeding and so on, are clearly impossible to equate with men. This is where the secret of
Allah creating these two types of creatures in pairs is clearly visible.

Previous studies that discuss the position of women in the Qur'an have been widely
conducted. Among them; Reni Dian Anggraini, Desanta Azzuhara A.B., 2022. Entitled,
Women In The Frame Of The Qur'an : Amina Wadud's Interpretation Model. The results of
this paper show that Amina Wadud used hermeneutic methods in interpreting women in the
frame of the Qur'an. So she criticized the classical Interpreter who said that women are not
comparable to men. Therefore for Amina Wadud women with men it is the same, they can
also be in a public space. So that at this time women must also be able to play a good role in
political affairs, society and even other things.

Loeziana Uce, 2022. Entitled, Balance Of Gender Roles In The Qur'an. The results of this
paper show that between men and women, both absolutely have mutual tendencies, according
to their respective abilities, skills and portions. The difference does not lie in principle but lies
in the nature of each. This is because the differences are seen from a sociological aspect. The
Qur'an indeed recognizes the existence of differences between men and women, but these
differences are not discrimination that benefits one party and marginalizes the other party. This

difference is needed precisely to support the Islamic mission in the Qur'an about a harmonious,
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balanced (equivalent), just, safe, peaceful and benevolent life, to complement each other and
partner/cooperate in navigating life.

Furthermore, Desma Enawati, etc., 2023. Women in the Perspective of Qur’an. The results
of this paper show that the position of women and men is equal before Allah. Like men, women
also have the status of servants before God. They are given the same reward for the deeds they
do. What differentiates them is only their degree of piety. Humans are noble when they carry
out their servanthood, and they become despicable if they do not carry out their servanthood
duties. They were also given the same mandate by Allah. on earth, namely as caliph. This
shows that the gender a person has does not make him or her better than others.

B. RESEARCH METHODS.

In this study, the method used is a qualitative approach with text analysis to explore and
understand the rights and position of women in the Qur'an. This approach was chosen because
it allows researchers to explore the meaning contained in the verses of the Qur'an in depth as
well as the social and historical context in which the verses were revealed. The following are
the steps that will be taken in this study:

1. Data Collection

Primary Sources: The main data used in this study are verses from the Quran related to
women. Researchers will identify and collect relevant verses, both those that explicitly
mention women and those related to gender issues and women's rights.

Secondary Sources: Besides the Qur'an, researchers will also refer to related literature,
including books, journal articles, and other scientific works that discuss women in the context
of Islam and the interpretation of the Qur'an. This will help provide a broader perspective on
the interpretation of these verses.

2. Text Analysis

This study will use the text analysis method to interpret the verses of the Qur'an related to
women. The researcher will consider the historical, linguistic, and social context of each verse

to understand its deeper meaning.
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The analysis will also include a comparison between classical and contemporary
interpretations to see how the understanding of women's rights and status has evolved over
time.

3. Interdisciplinary Approach

This research will adopt an interdisciplinary approach by utilizing perspectives from gender
studies, sociology, and anthropology. This aims to examine how the teachings of the Qur'an
on women interact with social and cultural practices in Muslim societies. With this approach,
the researcher hopes to identify gaps between the teachings of the Qur'an and the realities of
Muslim women's lives today.

4. Data Validation

To ensure the accuracy and credibility of the data, the researcher will triangulate sources
by comparing information from various references and opinions of experts in the fields of
interpretation, gender studies, and Islamic law.

Discussions with experts or practitioners in the field of Islamic studies will also be
conducted to gain additional perspectives on the interpretation of the verses analyzed.

5. Presentation of Research Results

The results of the analysis will be presented in narrative form explaining the rights and
position of women in the Qur'an and its implications for the lives of Muslim women today.

This study will also include recommendations for the development of policies or programs
that support women's empowerment based on the teachings of the Qur'an.

By using this research method, it is hoped that this journal article can provide a significant
contribution to understanding the rights and position of women in the Qur'an and encourage

constructive dialogue on gender issues in the context of Islam

C. DISCUSSION.
4.1 Relationships between men and women in the Qur’an.
In the Qur'an, the diction used by Allah. Regarding physical relations carried out

according to the law of husband and wife, the words conveyed are very subtle, such as
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"touch with women", mix with women, or come to your field as you wish, this is one
indication that women are so pampered by Allah. and must be treated gently. In fact, as
one of the forms of women as creatures that Allah pampers the most, when the Qur'an
talks about women, what is discussed is about their rights and when it talks about men
what is discussed is their responsibility.

The word An-nisa’ in the Qur'an is mentioned 57 times, the content of this word is related
to the provisions of munakahat, husband and wife law, inheritance law, in various work
results, dress ethics, worship laws, women's and men's ethics, ethics association. Almost
all of them talked about women's rights in social relations regarding the condition of
women during the Jahiliyyah era whose rights were often forgotten.

Thus, in Islam, the existence of women truly has a noble place, being equal partners to
men, Islam does not position women as sub-ordinate elements (below) in social
institutions. The presence of Islam actually eliminates discrimination between men and
women. History records that before Islam came, women's position was only as objects,
and were often used as commodities for slavery and "sexual gratification”. The beliefs
that developed at that time viewed women as obstacles to progress. This assumption was
then straightened out by Allah in Q.S. Al-Ahzab : 35.

M\ju.u.u.a!\juﬁM\JuﬁM\JM\JQﬁE\JWJﬂ\JW‘gﬂ\JM\JM\ U‘
4.1)\UAJSASUM\J*JJ&UMUM\JMM\JmMﬁ\JuﬁMUMUMU
Lakie 15305 8 84 ?g.l P HJSJ.‘\J s

“Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the believing men and believing women,

the obedient men and obedient women, the truthful men and truthful women, the patient
men and patient women, the humble men and humble women, the charitable men and
charitable women, the fasting men and fasting women, the men who guard their private
parts and the women who do so, and the men who remember Allah often and the women
who do S0 — for them Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great reward.”

Several words in the Qur’an state that Islamic teachings position women in a noble place.

We can examine the nature of women from the Islamic perspective from the word of
Allah:
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1.QsS. An-Nisa" 1

f-l.uuj‘JJJSYIAJLA@-\AHJJL@AJJL@-\AC’.‘AJDJA‘JML}A?&SAGJ”?SJJ‘ \wl.d\l.g.ﬂ.a
MJ@SA.‘Q‘J\SKNU‘ @h)‘i‘jbwéwdﬁ‘&”ﬁ‘j
“O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its

mate and dispersed from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah, through
whom you ask one another, and the wombs. Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an
Observer.”
2.0S. AI-Hujurét 13

A &5 A 40 N &g G S \ﬁJu@mjuwashjuaajJséw?suhu\‘_uung..x..
"O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made you
peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in
the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and
Acquainted. ”

3. Q.S. An-Najm : 45

YL Lty oo o G cutd %o
D)y D8 Cpa gl Bla Al
“And that He creates the two mates the male and female.”

From the content of the verses above, we can draw a conclusion that the Qur'an has
raised the status of women, given them freedom and honor, as well as an independent
personality. Even in the Quran it is explained that women are partners so that their
human aspects are the same as men, even as life partners who are mutually dependent
on each other. This is proof that Islam places women in a respectable position and
dignity, no less than men. So that the existing differences do not result in one feeling
that they have advantages over the other.

In relation to verse 1 in surah An-Nisa', contemporary ulama' refers more to the
meaning of nafsin wahidah with each soul being the same. This means that both

women and men have their own different souls. Al-TabarT in his interpretation also
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said that what is meant by this verse is that it comes from one father and one mother.?
Therefore, Quraish Shihab in his interpretation explains that this verse is more
suitable to be understood in the context of the creation of humans through
reproduction. To obtain offspring, sperm and ovum from a man and a woman are

required to be united.*

4.2 Women's Rights in the Qur’an.

Islam places women's rights in a high level of honor, dignity and status equal to that of men.
We can see from the coverage of several rights inherent in women in various verses of the
Qur'an which discuss aspects of their lives.

1. The right to seek knowledge.
Islam highly values knowledge and really respects people who seek knowledge. In
this context, Allah teaches knowledge not only to men, but this right is evenly
distributed to all humans, both men and women. We can get this picture. see clearly
in QS. Al-'Alag: 5,
Bl 41 gl e

“Taught man that which he knew not.”
This verse is a strong guideline, that the right to education is not discriminated against
only certain groups, such as rich people, nobles, even men. Allah transfers His
knowledge to all mankind, including women in it. This is also reinforced by the hadith
of the Prophet Muhammad.

Lless g gl 55 1o A plal Gl
“Seeking knowledge is obligatory for every Muslim, male and female”. (Historical
hadith Al-Baihaqi, At-Tabrani, Abu Ya’la, Al-Qudhai, and Abt Nu’aim Al-

3 Ibn al-Jarir al-Thabari, Abu Ja’far Muhammad, Tafsir al-Thabari, Beirut : Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyah, 1972, Jilid

3/565.
* Thalib, Muh. Dahlan,2022. “Kedudukan Perempuan Dalam Hadits Nabi”. Al-Ibrah, Volume XI Nomor o1,
hal. 28.
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Asbihani).®

2. Women's rights to worship/religion and to enter heaven, are not just monopolized by
men, are mentioned in the QS. An-Nisa’: 124,

134 (il ¥ B &85 8 haa by A 31 55 G cALiall (s 3483

“And whoever does righteous deeds, whether male or female, while being a believer —
those will enter Paradise and will not be wronged, [even as much as] the speck on a
date seed.”

In Q.S. Ghafir : 40,

53835 Aah s i gl aa 3h s A 31 83 s adlia 0y Shaha ) 5 530 Y8 K 0

“Whoever does an evil deed will not be recompensed except by the like thereof; but
whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer — those
will enter Paradise, being given provision therein without account. ”

3. Rights in the political field. Some of them are stated in Q.S. At-Taubah: 71,

O3 8 stial) Gy A 08 Gy ity GAL §pmns B s Biaidly ity
SSA 50 N G A pad e 5 AT 33 b (ki) 5 4830

“The believing men and believing women are allies of one another. They enjoin what is
right and forbid what is wrong and establish prayer and give zakah and obey Allah
and His Messenger. Those — Allah will have mercy upon them. Indeed, Allah is Exalted
in Might and Wise. ”

In Q.S. Al-Mumtahanah: 12 also tells that women during the time of the Prophet
participated in pledging allegiance to the Prophet and his teachings. This shows that
women have political rights and choices that must be protected. Islam also
recommends to its followers, both men and women, to always consult in resolving the

problems of their lives in this world.

5 Umar, Bukhari, 2012. Hadits Tarbawi (Pendidikan dalam Perspektif Islam). Jakarta: Anizah, 2012, hlm. 7.
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4. Material rights, owning the results of one's own business, receiving inheritance, and
the right to work. In Q.S. an-Nisa’: 32,

Gle o0 08 (A8 1 &) DAL fha b ) slidyt

“And do not wish for that by which Allah has made some of you exceed others. For men
is a share of what they have earned, and for women is a share of what they have
earned. And ask Allah of his bounty. Indeed Allah is ever, of all things, Knowing.”

This verse explains that men and women equally have the opportunity to obtain the grace
of Allah SWT. This includes the issue of ownership of objects and assets. As a result,
women have the right to their labor or the results of their efforts.

In matters of inheritance, Allah said in Q.S. An-Nisa’: 11
o) Ba e S0 80 31 o8 0 a3

“Allah instructs you concerning your children: for the male, what is equal to the share of
two females.”

This difference in inheritance is solely based on the differences in function between men
and women in the household system according to Islam. In Q.S an-Nisa: 34 it is stated
that men are leaders or responsible for women, but we have to look at this verse in the
context of married life in the position of a man as husband. The indication is that the
wife's rights to own and manage her property are not revoked, including of course the
right to work and business.®

5. The right to choose and determine her husband.

In this case, the woman's parents/guardians are obliged to ask the woman's willingness to
get married. As in Q.S. Al-Bagarah: 232,

gl a1 3eal 5 130 G 350 A G (b plicass Sid
“..do not prevent them from remarrying their [former] husbands if they agree among

themselves on an acceptable basis.”

6 Nurhaliza, Putri A. dkk, 2021. “Peran Sosial Perempuan Dalam Perspektif Al-Qur’an”, AL-FURQON (Jurnal
IImu Al-Qur’an dan Tafsir), Vol. 4 No. 2, hal. 206.
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This verse explains a woman's right to choose her future life partner after experiencing a
divorce, meaning remarriage, either to her ex-husband or another man. Even though
this verse is specifically for a widow, it is explained in another verse that marriage
must be based on the bride's willingness, as stated in Q.S. Ar-Ram: 21,

o380 Ul b (0% 45 5355 AKEH e Ll 1600 333 kel (5 0 G818 8 ) e

“And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find
tranquillity in them; and He placed between you affection and mercy. Indeed in that
are signs for a people who give thought.”

It is clear that Allah gives each other feelings of love and affection, as a sign that the two
of them have a signal connection to each other. This means that women have complete
rights in determining their partners, because the connection of love only exists within
each of them, as well as for men.

6. Women's right to glory as a mother for their children.

This incomparable right is Allah SWT. Especially for women, as recorded in Q.S. Al-
Ahgaf: 15,

B 1 AT 1 (il aliaby alan 5 U 8 Alaiia a6 45 4BLa ULd) 43y ) Wiay

W3 ey e cuall i s K G e 55 ) 0B Ak G iy o3
“And We have enjoined upon man, to his parents, good treatment. His mother carried
him with hardship and gave birth to him with hardship, and his gestation and weaning
[period] is thirty months. [He grows] until, when he reaches maturity and reaches
[the age of] forty years, he says, “My Lord, enable me to be grateful for Your favor
which You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents...”

This verse describes how noble women are in this world, Allah SWT. provide a special

portion in terms of His gifts in the world. A mother must be respected, because she

carries out important tasks in continuing life. In the context of respect, it does not
recognize race, ethnicity or religion. Allah SWT. gives full rights to receive respect

without compensation.
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Like other obligatory wills, in this verse Allah SWT. making a will to all mankind,
whether rich, poor, officials or ordinary people, including those from any religion,
everything is covered in khitob which is subject to law on the message conveyed,
namely to do good to both parents, especially to a mother, which is explained in the
next sentence, how A mother works hard to conceive and give birth to a child, then
continues to breastfeed him until 30 months (the period between pregnancy and
weaning of the child). So that when the child is able to be independent and able to
return the favor (described at the age of 40), it is obligatory for the child to return the
favor and always pray for his parents (especially his mother).

As narrated in a hadith "Someone came to the Messenger of Allah and said, 'O
Messenger of Allah, to whom should | serve first?" The Prophet SAW answered, "Your
mother!" And the person asked again, "Then who else?' The Prophet SAW answered,
"Your mother!" The person asked again, 'Then who else?' He answered, 'Your mother.'
The person asked again, 'Then who else?' The Prophet replied, 'Then your father."
(Historical hadith Bukhari and Muslim).

D. CONCLUSION.

By analyzing the verses of the Qur'an, the author finds that the position of women and men
is equal before Allah SWT. Like men, women also have the status of servants before God.
They are given the same reward for the deeds they do. What differentiates them is only their
degree of piety. Humans are considered noble if they carry out their servanthood, and
despicable if they do not carry out their servanthood duties. They were also given the same
mandate by Allah SWT. on earth, namely as caliph.

The reality is that in public spaces women have various roles, sometimes exceeding what
men do, because on the other hand they are responsible and take care of their children at home,
even though they have full activities outside the home. In this way, men's privileges can shift
into women's hands because women dominate the roles they play in the public sphere and

within the family.
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This shows that the gender a person has does not make him or her better than others. In the
context of life, women are given equal rights by Allah SWT. In some cases, women are
actually given advantages that are not given to men, namely the privilege of carrying His
servants in their wombs, and also as a manifestation of Allah SWT's love. Where the mother
becomes the source of fulfilling her children's needs. Not only that, mothers are also role
models, stimulating children's growth and shaping their character.
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