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Abstract 

This article discusses Indonesia's crucial role in shaping a sustainable international 

maritime regime by balancing environmental conservation and economic development. As an 

archipelagic country with vast marine resources, Indonesia faces various challenges and 

opportunities in managing its maritime domain. The article explains the approach Indonesia 

applies to ensure environmental sustainability while supporting economic growth. The research 

examines Indonesia's efforts in promoting effective international regulations, strengthening 

regional cooperation, and implementing domestic policies that support conservation without 

neglecting the needs of coastal communities and industries. Furthermore, the article highlights 

Indonesia's steps to address issues such as marine pollution, overfishing, climate change, and 

sustainable tourism. The research method used is qualitative literature study, analyzing Indonesia's 

maritime policies and regulations, and their impact on sustainability. The findings show that 

Indonesia has successfully integrated economic and conservation goals within its national and 

international policies. This article contributes to previous research by providing deeper insights 

into Indonesia's sustainability practices and offering valuable lessons for other countries facing 

similar challenges in managing their maritime resources. 

Keywords: Conservation, Economic Development, International Maritime Regime, Marine 

Resources, Sustainability. 
 

Abstrak 
 

Artikel ini membahas bagaimana Indonesia memainkan peran penting dalam menciptakan 

rezim maritim internasional yang berkelanjutan, dengan menyeimbangkan antara pelestarian 

lingkungan dan pembangunan ekonomi. Sebagai negara kepulauan yang memiliki sumber daya 

laut yang sangat luas, Indonesia menghadapi berbagai tantangan dan peluang dalam mengelola 

wilayah lautnya. Artikel ini menjelaskan pendekatan yang diterapkan Indonesia untuk menjaga 

keberlanjutan lingkungan sekaligus mendukung pertumbuhan ekonomi. Penelitian ini mengkaji 

upaya Indonesia dalam mendorong regulasi internasional yang efektif, memperkuat kerjasama 

dengan negara-negara tetangga, dan menerapkan kebijakan dalam negeri yang mendukung 

konservasi tanpa mengabaikan kebutuhan masyarakat pesisir dan industri. Selain itu, artikel ini 

juga mengulas langkah-langkah yang diambil Indonesia untuk mengatasi masalah seperti polusi 

laut, penangkapan ikan yang berlebihan, perubahan iklim, dan pariwisata berkelanjutan. Metode 

penelitian yang digunakan adalah studi literatur dengan pendekatan kualitatif, yang mengkaji 

kebijakan dan regulasi maritim Indonesia serta dampaknya terhadap keberlanjutan. Temuan 

penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa Indonesia berhasil menggabungkan tujuan ekonomi dan 

konservasi dalam kebijakan nasional dan internasional. Kontribusi artikel ini terhadap riset 

sebelumnya adalah memberikan wawasan lebih dalam tentang praktik keberlanjutan yang 

dilakukan Indonesia dan menyajikan pelajaran penting bagi negara-negara lain yang menghadapi 

tantangan serupa dalam mengelola sumber daya maritim mereka. 



  
 

25       Putra, Satria, Pramono, Sarr 
 
 
 

SPEKTRUM, Vol. 22, No. 1,  2025 

p-ISSN:  1829 – 6580 , e-ISSN: 28095642 

spektrumfisip@unwahas. ac.id 

 

 

Indonesia’s Role In Shaping... 

Kata kunci: Konservasi, Pembangunan Ekonomi, Rezim Maritim Internasional, Sumber Daya Laut, 

Keberlanjutan 

 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia's unique maritime characteristics and challenges position the nation as a crucial 

player in shaping the international maritime regime. As the world's largest archipelagic country, 

Indonesia boasts an extensive coastline and vast marine resources that hold significant 

ecological, economic, and strategic value. These unique attributes provide both opportunities 

and complex challenges that require careful navigation to ensure sustainable development while 

preserving the marine ecosystem. 

Indonesia's maritime territory encompasses diverse ecosystems, including coral reefs, 

mangroves, and seagrass beds, which support an abundance of marine biodiversity. The nation's 

coastal areas are home to countless species, many of which are endemic and globally recognized 

for their importance in maintaining ecological balance. Preserving this rich biodiversity is not 

only an environmental imperative but also essential for the sustainable livelihoods of local 

communities who depend on marine resources for their sustenance and economic well-being. 

However, Indonesia's expansive maritime territory and diverse ecosystems pose 

significant challenges. The vastness of the archipelago makes effective governance and 

enforcement of maritime laws and regulations complex. Ensuring compliance with sustainable 

practices, combating illegal fishing activities, and preventing marine pollution require 

concerted efforts from various stakeholders, including government agencies, local 

communities, and the international community (Johnson,2021:82). 

Given these challenges, Indonesia has recognized the need for a nuanced approach that 

integrates environmental protection with sustainable economic growth. The country faces a 

unique opportunity to leverage its maritime potential while ensuring long-term ecological 

health. This balancing act requires strong governance frameworks, regional cooperation, and 

global diplomatic engagement to address threats like overfishing, pollution, and climate change. 

Indonesia’s proactive efforts have demonstrated that sustainable practices can align with 

economic benefits, presenting a model for other maritime nations. 

Indonesia faces the challenge of striking a delicate balance between conservation and 

economic development. The marine sector plays a vital role in Indonesia's economy, providing 

employment opportunities, supporting fisheries, and contributing to the nation's GDP. 

Balancing economic growth with the sustainable utilization of marine resources requires the 
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implementation of robust policies and strategies that foster responsible practices, promote 

sustainable fisheries management, and incentivize investment in eco-friendly industries such as 

sustainable tourism (Nguyen,2021:146). 

Indonesia also confronts the impact of climate change on its maritime domain. Rising sea 

levels, ocean acidification, and increased frequency of extreme weather events pose risks to 

coastal communities, marine habitats, and the overall resilience of Indonesia's maritime 

ecosystems (Lee,2021:115). Addressing these challenges necessitates proactive measures, 

including the development and implementation of adaptation strategies, sustainable coastal 

zone management, and the integration of climate change considerations into maritime policies. 

From a diplomatic standpoint, Indonesia's unique maritime characteristics and challenges 

present opportunities for international cooperation and collaboration. Recognizing the 

interdependence of coastal states and the shared responsibility for safeguarding the oceans, 

Indonesia actively engages in diplomatic efforts to advocate for sustainable practices, promote 

regional cooperation, and advance international regulations that protect marine ecosystems and 

ensure equitable access to maritime resources (Garcia, 2021:70). 

Indonesia's commitment to sustainable development and responsible maritime 

governance is demonstrated through its participation in international conventions and 

agreements. By leveraging its position as an influential maritime nation, Indonesia 

diplomatically encourages other nations to adopt environmentally conscious policies and 

practices. Through regional platforms such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN), Indonesia fosters collaboration and mutual understanding among neighboring 

countries, working collectively towards sustainable maritime management (Garcia, 2021:72). 

Indonesia's pivotal role in shaping a sustainable international maritime regime, 

characterized by a delicate balance between conservation and economic development, is firmly 

rooted in the nation's unwavering commitment to responsible maritime governance and 

sustainable development principles. As an influential maritime nation, Indonesia demonstrates 

its dedication through active participation in international conventions and agreements, serving 

as a catalyst for positive change on a global scale. By leveraging its position and diplomatic 

prowess, Indonesia effectively encourages other nations to embrace environmentally conscious 

policies and practices, facilitating the collective pursuit of a sustainable maritime future. 

Indonesia's impactful engagement extends beyond individual diplomatic efforts. Within 

regional platforms such as ASEAN, Indonesia plays a vital role in fostering collaboration and 
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nurturing mutual understanding among neighboring countries (Garcia, 2021:73). Through this 

collective endeavor, these nations collectively work towards sustainable maritime management, 

acknowledging the shared responsibility in safeguarding marine ecosystems and promoting 

socio-economic prosperity for present and future generations. 

By connecting with international and regional partners, Indonesia seeks to advance a 

comprehensive and inclusive approach to sustainable development within the international 

maritime regime. This approach recognizes the intrinsic link between conservation and 

economic development, emphasizing the need for a harmonious coexistence that prioritizes 

ecological integrity without compromising social progress. Through diplomatic channels and 

multilateral cooperation, Indonesia endeavors to inspire and guide other nations, exemplifying 

the possibilities of balancing the preservation of marine resources with the pursuit of economic 

growth. In short, Indonesia, as the world's largest archipelagic country, faces a major challenge 

in balancing marine conservation with economic growth. In this context, the research question 

is: how did Indonesia promote sustainable policies and practices globally to address the 

conflict between conservation and economic development? 

 

B. RESEARCH METHOD  

This study used a qualitative approach is employed with a literature review method to 

analyze the legal framework and policies that shape the international maritime regime. Data is 

gathered through the examination of relevant legal documents, international agreements, and 

related publications, including conventions such as UNCLOS, regulations from the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO), and regional and national policies. The analysis 

focuses on identifying the relationships between these elements in creating a balance between 

economic sustainability and environmental protection in the maritime sector. Additionally, this 

research also includes an evaluation of the challenges and opportunities faced by maritime 

nations in implementing sustainability principles, using a comparative approach across 

countries and regions. 

 

Overview of The International Maritime Regime and Its Key Components 

The international maritime regime encompasses a comprehensive framework of laws, 

regulations, and institutions that govern various aspects of maritime activities and relations 

among nations. It provides the foundation for cooperation, safety, and sustainable development 
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in the maritime domain. Key components of this regime include the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the International Maritime Organization (IMO), regional 

agreements and organizations, maritime security frameworks, and environmental protection 

and conservation measures. 

UNCLOS serves as the primary legal framework governing the rights and responsibilities 

of states in their use and management of the world's oceans. It defines maritime boundaries, 

establishes exclusive economic zones (EEZs), addresses freedom of navigation, and sets rules 

for marine scientific research, conservation, and resource exploitation. UNCLOS provides the 

fundamental principles and guidelines for maritime governance and the peaceful resolution of 

maritime disputes (Rothman, 2021:278). 

The IMO, a specialized agency of the United Nations, plays a critical role in the 

international maritime regime. It develops and maintains international regulations and standards 

for shipping and maritime activities. The IMO focuses on promoting safety at sea, preventing 

marine pollution, and ensuring the efficiency and sustainability of maritime transport through 

the adoption of conventions, codes, and guidelines. The organization works collaboratively 

with member states to enhance maritime safety and environmental protection 9Wang, 2022:46). 

Regional agreements and organizations also play a significant role in the international 

maritime regime. These entities address specific regional maritime challenges and promote 

cooperation among neighboring states. Examples include the European Union's Common 

Fisheries Policy, which establishes rules for sustainable fisheries management, and regional 

organizations like ASEAN and CARICOM (Williams, 2022:78), which foster collaboration and 

joint management of shared maritime resources. 

Maritime security is another important component of the international maritime regime. 

Various instruments and frameworks are in place to ensure the safety and security of vessels, 

ports, and coastal areas. The International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code, for 

instance, sets standards for maritime security to prevent acts of piracy, terrorism, and other 

maritime crimes. Additionally, regional security agreements and initiatives strengthen 

cooperation among states to address common security challenges in their respective maritime 

regions. 

Environmental protection and conservation measures are integral to the international 

maritime regime. The regime recognizes the importance of preserving marine ecosystems and 

mitigating the impacts of human activities on the oceans. It includes regulations and agreements 
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addressing marine pollution, conservation of marine biodiversity, and measures to mitigate the 

effects of climate change on the oceans (Lee,2022:315). These measures aim to promote 

sustainable practices and ensure the long-term health and resilience of marine environments. 

 

The Concept of Sustainability in The Context of The Maritime Domain 

The concept of sustainability in the context of the maritime domain is a topic of paramount 

importance in contemporary discussions. It entails striking a delicate balance between 

economic development and the conservation of marine resources. The maritime domain, with 

its vast potential and unique challenges, requires a comprehensive approach to ensure the long-

term viability of ecosystems and the well-being of coastal communities. 

Sustainability in the maritime domain encompasses a range of interconnected factors. It 

involves responsible resource management, promoting practices that do not deplete or harm 

marine resources. It also entails mitigating environmental impacts, such as pollution and habitat 

destruction, and striving to maintain the ecological integrity of marine ecosystems. 

Achieving sustainability requires collaboration among various stakeholders, including 

governments, industries, and communities. By working together, it becomes possible to develop 

strategies that prioritize the well-being of both the environment and society. This collaboration 

may involve the establishment of regulations and guidelines, the adoption of sustainable 

practices, and the integration of environmental considerations into decision-making processes. 

In addition to environmental concerns, sustainability in the maritime domain recognizes the 

social and economic dimensions of development. It seeks to ensure that economic activities 

related to the oceans are conducted in a manner that benefits local communities and respects 

their cultural heritage. This includes promoting responsible tourism, supporting sustainable 

fisheries, and creating opportunities for equitable economic growth. 

International cooperation plays a crucial role in advancing sustainability in the maritime 

domain. By sharing knowledge, best practices, and technologies, countries can collectively 

address challenges and seize opportunities for sustainable development. Regional agreements 

and frameworks provide platforms for collaboration, enabling nations to work together towards 

common goals. 
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The Delicate Balance Between Conservation and Economic Development 

The conceptual framework of this journal paper revolves around the intricate equilibrium 

between conservation and economic development, a dynamic interplay that requires careful 

navigation and strategic decision-making. At the heart of this framework lies the recognition 

that both conservation and economic development are crucial for the long-term sustainability 

and well-being of societies and ecosystems. 

In the context of conservation, the emphasis is on preserving and safeguarding natural 

resources, biodiversity, and ecological integrity. It entails adopting measures to mitigate 

environmental degradation, combat habitat loss, and protect vulnerable species. Conservation 

efforts encompass various approaches, including the establishment of protected areas, the 

implementation of sustainable resource management practices, and the promotion of 

environmental awareness and education (Martinez,2022:125). 

On the other hand, economic development entails fostering growth, prosperity, and social 

progress. It involves the utilization of natural resources, the advancement of industries, and the 

enhancement of economic opportunities for communities (Martinez,2022:128). Economic 

development can contribute to poverty alleviation, job creation, and improved living standards. 

However, it must be pursued in a manner that respects ecological limits and minimizes negative 

impacts on the environment. 

Achieving a delicate balance between conservation and economic development 

necessitates an integrated and holistic approach. This framework acknowledges that these two 

objectives are not inherently contradictory but can be mutually reinforcing. It highlights the 

importance of adopting sustainable development practices that harmonize environmental 

considerations with economic goals. 

Key elements of this conceptual framework include effective governance and policy 

frameworks that promote sustainable resource management and environmental protection. This 

involves the formulation and implementation of laws, regulations, and incentives that 

incentivize sustainable practices, discourage harmful activities, and encourage responsible 

business conduct (Williams,2020:78). 

Furthermore, stakeholder engagement and collaboration are vital components of this 

framework. Recognizing the diverse interests and perspectives of various actors, inclusive 

decision-making processes that involve local communities, indigenous groups, industry 

representatives, non-governmental organizations, and government bodies are essential. Such 
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collaboration fosters shared ownership, encourages knowledge sharing, and leads to the co-

creation of solutions that balance conservation and economic development (Williams,2020:93). 

 

C. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Indonesia's efforts in advocating for effective international regulations 

Indonesia has played a proactive role in advocating for effective international regulations 

within the maritime domain. The country's active participation in various international 

conventions and agreements demonstrates its commitment to shaping global standards and 

promoting sustainable practices. By engaging in these forums, Indonesia aims to influence the 

development of regulations that address pressing challenges and foster international 

cooperation. 

Indonesia's active involvement in international conventions, exemplified by its 

commitment to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), demonstrates 

its unwavering dedication to establishing a comprehensive and robust legal framework that 

governs maritime activities. UNCLOS stands as a cornerstone for maritime governance, 

providing the fundamental principles and guidelines that define the rights and responsibilities 

of states in utilizing and managing the world's oceans. Through its active participation in 

UNCLOS, Indonesia actively contributes to the formulation and implementation of rules and 

principles that govern crucial aspects of maritime affairs, including the delimitation of maritime 

boundaries, the exercise of navigation rights, and the conservation and sustainable use of marine 

resources (Patel,2022:321). 

Indonesia's engagement in international conventions, such as UNCLOS, signifies its 

commitment to upholding the rule of law and ensuring a fair and equitable global maritime 

order. By actively participating in the formulation and implementation of international 

regulations, Indonesia actively shapes the discourse on maritime governance, asserting its 

influence and contributing to the development of norms and practices that promote stability, 

cooperation, and sustainability in the maritime domain. 

Through its involvement in UNCLOS, Indonesia actively advocates for the preservation 

and responsible management of marine resources, recognizing the importance of sustainable 

practices for the long-term well-being of both its own coastal communities and the global 

community at large (Patel,2022:325). By actively engaging in discussions, negotiations, and 

policy formulation processes within the framework of UNCLOS, Indonesia works diligently to 
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ensure that the interests of all states, particularly those of developing coastal nations, are 

adequately represented and safeguarded. 

In addition to UNCLOS, Indonesia actively engages in regional agreements and 

organizations, such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). These platforms 

provide opportunities for collaboration and dialogue among member states on crucial maritime 

issues. Indonesia's active role within ASEAN enables it to advocate for effective international 

regulations that address the specific challenges faced by the region. By fostering cooperation 

and consensus-building, Indonesia works towards the establishment of regional frameworks 

that enhance maritime governance and promote sustainable practices. 

Indonesia places significant importance on active participation in regional agreements 

and organizations, such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Through its 

involvement in these platforms, Indonesia seeks to facilitate collaboration and constructive 

dialogue among member states, particularly concerning critical maritime issues. The country's 

proactive role within ASEAN empowers it to advocate for effective international regulations 

that effectively tackle the unique challenges experienced within the region (Mitchell,2022:112). 

By prioritizing cooperation and fostering consensus-building, Indonesia actively contributes to 

the establishment of robust regional frameworks that bolster maritime governance and drive the 

adoption of sustainable practices. 

Within ASEAN, Indonesia leverages its influence to champion the implementation of 

effective international regulations that address the specific concerns faced by member states in 

the maritime domain (Mitchell,2022:120). By actively engaging in discussions, negotiations, 

and policy formulation processes, Indonesia ensures that the region's maritime interests are 

adequately represented and protected. Through this collaborative approach, Indonesia aims to 

shape regional frameworks that enhance maritime governance, promote sustainable practices, 

and safeguard the marine resources and ecosystems of the Southeast Asian region. 

Indonesia recognizes that effective maritime governance cannot be achieved through 

isolated efforts but requires the collective commitment and collaboration of all stakeholders 

(Mitchell,2022:120). By actively engaging in ASEAN, Indonesia actively fosters an 

environment of cooperation, dialogue, and shared responsibility among member states. 

Through this collaborative approach, Indonesia strives to establish regional frameworks that 

are aligned with international regulations, enhance maritime governance, and promote 

sustainable practices across the region. 
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Likewise, Indonesia's recognition of the significance of harmonizing its domestic policies 

with international regulations highlights its proactive approach to ensuring the effective 

implementation of maritime governance. In this regard, the country consistently endeavors to 

develop and enforce regulations that align with global standards and best practices. Key areas 

of focus include combatting illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities, 

promoting sustainable fisheries management, and addressing the pressing issue of marine 

pollution (Hernandez, 2022:83). By adopting and implementing these measures, Indonesia 

actively demonstrates its unwavering commitment to responsible maritime practices and 

contributes significantly to the collective efforts aimed at achieving effective and sustainable 

maritime governance. 

Indonesia's commitment to combating IUU fishing is a clear testament to its dedication 

to preserving marine resources and ensuring the long-term sustainability of its fisheries sector. 

The country has implemented stringent regulations and surveillance systems to detect and deter 

illegal fishing activities within its waters. Moreover, Indonesia actively cooperates with 

international partners, including neighboring countries and relevant regional organizations, to 

enhance information sharing, strengthen law enforcement efforts, and promote regional 

cooperation in combatting IUU fishing. By doing so, Indonesia actively contributes to the 

global fight against illegal fishing, which not only preserves the marine ecosystem but also 

safeguards the livelihoods of coastal communities that depend on fisheries for their sustenance 

and economic well-being. 

Furthermore, Indonesia recognizes the urgent need to promote sustainable fisheries 

management practices to address overfishing and ensure the long-term viability of its marine 

resources. The country has implemented various initiatives, such as establishing marine 

protected areas, implementing fishing quotas and licensing systems, and promoting responsible 

fishing practices. These efforts are aimed at striking a delicate balance between meeting the 

economic needs of the fishing industry and conserving fish stocks for future generations 

(Hernandez, 2022:87). Through its commitment to sustainable fisheries management, Indonesia 

not only sets an example for other nations but also actively contributes to global efforts to 

combat overfishing and promote responsible resource utilization. 

Addressing marine pollution is another critical aspect of Indonesia's comprehensive 

approach to maritime governance. The country recognizes that marine pollution poses 

significant threats to the health of marine ecosystems and human well-being. Consequently, 
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Indonesia has implemented measures to mitigate and prevent pollution, including the 

development of waste management systems, strict regulations on industrial and coastal 

activities, and public awareness campaigns. By actively tackling marine pollution, Indonesia 

plays a crucial role in safeguarding the integrity of its coastal and marine environments, as well 

as contributing to broader international efforts to protect and conserve the world's oceans 

(Kim,2022:315). 

To further enhance its pollution control efforts, Indonesia has implemented innovative 

technologies and best practices. These include the use of advanced monitoring systems to detect 

and track pollution sources, the implementation of stricter enforcement mechanisms, and the 

promotion of sustainable waste management practices. By incorporating these measures into its 

maritime governance framework, Indonesia aims to prevent, reduce, and ultimately eliminate 

marine pollution, safeguarding the long-term health and sustainability of its marine ecosystems 

Kim,2022:327). 

Indonesia's commitment to addressing marine pollution extends beyond its national 

borders. The country actively participates in international forums and initiatives focused on 

combating pollution and promoting global cooperation. Through these engagements, Indonesia 

shares its experiences, lessons learned, and best practices, contributing to the development of 

effective international strategies and frameworks to address marine pollution (Kim,2022:332). 

By taking a proactive stance in addressing marine pollution, Indonesia serves as a role 

model for other nations and showcases the importance of collective action in safeguarding the 

world's oceans. The country's efforts not only benefit its own marine environments but also 

contribute to the broader global agenda of protecting and preserving our precious marine 

resources for future generations. 

 

Promotion of Sustainable Practices and Policies on The Global Stage 

Indonesia has emerged as a strong advocate for promoting sustainable practices and 

policies on the global stage, recognizing the critical role they play in ensuring the long-term 

health and viability of the maritime domain. By actively engaging with international platforms, 

Indonesia strives to influence and shape the development of effective international regulations 

that prioritize sustainability. 

Through its active participation in international forums, conferences, and negotiations, 

Indonesia highlights the importance of incorporating sustainability principles into maritime 
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policies and practices. The country emphasizes the need to strike a balance between economic 

development and environmental conservation, emphasizing that both objectives are mutually 

reinforcing rather than mutually exclusive. 

Indonesia leverages its position as a significant maritime nation to raise awareness and 

promote the adoption of sustainable practices among other countries. By sharing its own 

experiences and successes in implementing sustainable initiatives, Indonesia inspires and 

encourages global stakeholders to embrace similar approaches in their own maritime activities. 

Indonesia actively engages with partner countries in promoting sustainable practices on 

the global stage. By leveraging its position as a significant maritime nation, Indonesia serves as 

a role model and shares its experiences to inspire others to adopt sustainable approaches in their 

maritime activities. 

One notable partnership is with Norway, where Indonesia collaborates on sustainable 

fisheries management. Through this collaboration, Indonesia and Norway work together to 

implement responsible fishing practices, protect marine ecosystems, and ensure the long-term 

viability of fish stocks. By sharing expertise and exchanging best practices, these countries 

contribute to the sustainable management of fisheries resources (Davis,2022:45). 

Indonesia has established a significant partnership with Norway in the realm of 

sustainable fisheries management. This collaboration showcases the commitment of both 

countries to implementing responsible fishing practices, safeguarding marine ecosystems, and 

ensuring the long-term sustainability of fish stocks (Davis,2022:45). By sharing expertise, 

exchanging best practices, and engaging in joint research initiatives, Indonesia and Norway 

contribute to the effective and sustainable management of fisheries resources. 

Through this partnership, Indonesia and Norway actively promote the adoption of 

sustainable fishing practices. They emphasize the use of environmentally friendly fishing 

techniques, such as selective fishing methods and the reduction of bycatch. By prioritizing the 

conservation of vulnerable species and habitats, the partnership seeks to maintain the ecological 

balance of marine ecosystems and protect biodiversity (Davis,2022:48). 

Whital, Indonesia and Norway collaborate on the development and implementation of 

robust fisheries management plans. They work together to establish science-based quotas, 

monitor fishing activities, and enforce regulations to prevent overfishing and illegal fishing 

practices (Davis,2022:51). This joint effort ensures the responsible utilization of fishery 
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resources, supporting the livelihoods of local communities dependent on the fishing industry 

while preserving the resource for future generations. 

The partnership between Indonesia and Norway also extends to capacity building and 

knowledge sharing. Through training programs, workshops, and technical exchanges, both 

countries enhance the capabilities of fisheries management personnel and promote sustainable 

practices among fishing communities (Davis,2022:55). This collaborative approach fosters a 

culture of responsible fishing and strengthens the enforcement of regulations, leading to 

improved compliance and greater effectiveness in managing fisheries resources. 

Overall, the partnership between Indonesia and Norway in sustainable fisheries 

management serves as a model for international cooperation in the pursuit of sustainable 

maritime practices. By working together, these countries demonstrate the importance of shared 

responsibility and collective action in addressing the challenges of overfishing, habitat 

degradation, and resource depletion. Their collaboration sets an example for other nations to 

emulate, fostering a global commitment to the preservation and sustainable use of fisheries 

resources. 

Indonesia also collaborates with Australia to address marine pollution, particularly plastic 

waste. Both countries have initiated joint efforts to reduce plastic pollution and improve waste 

management systems. By sharing knowledge and experiences, Indonesia and Australia strive 

to find innovative solutions to combat marine pollution and promote a cleaner and healthier 

marine environment (Anderson,2021:125). 

Indonesia and Australia have formed a collaborative partnership to tackle the pressing 

issue of marine pollution, with a specific focus on addressing plastic waste 

(Anderson,2021:125). Recognizing the detrimental impact of plastic pollution on marine 

ecosystems, both countries have embarked on joint initiatives aimed at reducing plastic waste 

and enhancing waste management systems. Through knowledge sharing and experience 

exchange, Indonesia and Australia seek to develop innovative solutions to combat marine 

pollution and create a cleaner and healthier marine environment. 

In their collaborative efforts, Indonesia and Australia prioritize the sharing of knowledge 

and expertise in waste management practices. They exchange information on effective waste 

management strategies, including recycling, waste reduction, and proper disposal techniques 

(Anderson,2021:129). By leveraging their collective experiences, the partnership aims to 



  
 

37       Putra, Satria, Pramono, Sarr 
 
 
 

SPEKTRUM, Vol. 22, No. 1,  2025 

p-ISSN:  1829 – 6580 , e-ISSN: 28095642 

spektrumfisip@unwahas. ac.id 

 

 

Indonesia’s Role In Shaping... 

identify and implement best practices that can be adapted to local contexts, leading to improved 

waste management systems and reduced plastic pollution. 

Furthermore, the collaboration between Indonesia and Australia focuses on research and 

innovation to address the challenges posed by plastic pollution. Both countries support joint 

research projects that aim to develop sustainable alternatives to single-use plastics, promote the 

circular economy, and advance technologies for plastic waste recycling. Through these research 

endeavors, the partnership seeks to find innovative solutions that can be scaled up and applied 

in broader contexts, contributing to the global effort of combating marine pollution 

(Anderson,2021:133). 

Indonesia and Australia also engage in public awareness campaigns to promote 

behavioral changes and encourage responsible consumption and waste management practices. 

They work together to educate communities, businesses, and policymakers about the 

environmental impact of plastic pollution and the importance of adopting sustainable practices 

(Anderson,2021:135). By raising awareness and fostering a sense of shared responsibility, the 

partnership aims to generate a collective commitment to reducing plastic waste and protecting 

marine ecosystems. 

Through their collaborative efforts, Indonesia and Australia demonstrate the power of 

international cooperation in addressing complex environmental challenges. By combining their 

resources, expertise, and experiences, both countries contribute to the global movement against 

marine pollution and serve as examples for other nations to follow. Their partnership 

underscores the importance of cross-border cooperation in finding sustainable solutions to 

protect the marine environment and ensure the well-being of present and future generations. 

Another example is Indonesia's partnership with the Netherlands in developing 

sustainable port operations. The collaboration focuses on improving energy efficiency, 

reducing emissions, and implementing green technologies in Indonesian ports. By working 

together, Indonesia and the Netherlands aim to create sustainable and environmentally friendly 

port facilities, setting an example for other countries to follow (Roberts,2021:115). 

Indonesia and the Netherlands have forged a strategic partnership aimed at developing 

sustainable port operations within Indonesian territories. This collaboration centers on 

enhancing energy efficiency, mitigating emissions, and implementing green technologies in 

Indonesian ports (Roberts,2021:115). By joining forces, Indonesia and the Netherlands aspire 
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to establish sustainable and environmentally friendly port facilities, serving as a model for other 

nations to emulate. 

The partnership between Indonesia and the Netherlands prioritizes the improvement of 

energy efficiency in port operations. Through the exchange of expertise and knowledge, both 

countries explore innovative approaches to optimize energy consumption in ports, including 

the adoption of energy-efficient technologies, the implementation of smart energy management 

systems, and the integration of renewable energy sources. By maximizing energy efficiency, 

the partnership seeks to reduce the carbon footprint of port activities and minimize the 

environmental impact(Roberts,2021:116). 

Furthermore, the collaboration focuses on reducing emissions associated with port 

operations. Indonesia and the Netherlands work together to develop strategies for curbing air 

and water pollution resulting from port activities. This includes the implementation of emission 

control measures, the promotion of clean fuels, and the adoption of sustainable transportation 

practices within port facilities (Roberts,2021:120). By reducing emissions, the partnership aims 

to safeguard air and water quality in and around Indonesian ports, contributing to the overall 

improvement of environmental conditions. 

Central to the partnership between Indonesia and the Netherlands is the implementation 

of green technologies in Indonesian ports. Through joint research and innovation initiatives, 

both countries explore and deploy cutting-edge technologies that enhance the sustainability of 

port operations. This includes the use of renewable energy sources, the application of advanced 

waste management systems, and the integration of digital solutions for efficient logistics and 

operations (Roberts,2021:123). By embracing green technologies, the partnership strives to 

create a paradigm shift towards sustainable port practices and demonstrate the feasibility and 

benefits of environmentally friendly approaches. 

The collaboration between Indonesia and the Netherlands serves as a catalyst for change 

in the maritime industry by setting an example for other nations. By showcasing the successful 

implementation of sustainable port operations, Indonesia and the Netherlands inspire and 

motivate other countries to adopt similar strategies and practices. The partnership highlights the 

potential for transforming ports into hubs of sustainability, where economic growth and 

environmental preservation can coexist harmoniously. 

Discuss it further, Indonesia's active participation in regional initiatives, such as the Coral 

Triangle Initiative (CTI), demonstrates its commitment to marine conservation and sustainable 
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resource management in the Coral Triangle. The CTI, encompassing six countries in Southeast 

Asia, aims to protect the exceptional biodiversity and ecological significance of this marine 

region (Smith,2021:278). 

As a key partner in the CTI, Indonesia collaborates closely with neighboring countries to 

address critical challenges and promote sustainable practices. One of the primaries focuses of 

this partnership is the protection of coral reefs, which are not only vital habitats for marine life 

but also serve as natural barriers against coastal erosion and storm surges. Indonesia works 

together with other CTI member nations to implement strategies and initiatives that mitigate 

the threats facing coral reefs, including overfishing, destructive fishing practices, and coral 

bleaching caused by climate change (Smith,2021:280). 

In addition to coral reef conservation, Indonesia actively contributes to combating illegal 

fishing in the Coral Triangle. This illicit activity poses a significant threat to the region's marine 

ecosystems and undermines the sustainability of fish stocks. Through the CTI, Indonesia 

collaborates with its regional partners to enhance surveillance and enforcement measures, 

strengthen law enforcement capacities, and promote regional cooperation to tackle illegal, 

unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing (Smith,2021:283). 

Promoting sustainable tourism practices is another important aspect of Indonesia's 

involvement in the CTI. The Coral Triangle attracts visitors from around the world due to its 

stunning marine biodiversity and pristine natural beauty. However, unregulated tourism can 

have detrimental impacts on the environment if not managed responsibly. Indonesia works hand 

in hand with other CTI member countries to develop guidelines and best practices for 

sustainable tourism, ensuring that tourism activities are carried out in a manner that preserves 

the integrity of the marine ecosystems, respects local communities, and maximizes the long-

term benefits for all stakeholders. 

By actively participating in the Coral Triangle Initiative, Indonesia showcases its 

dedication to marine conservation, sustainable resource management, and collaborative 

partnerships. Through this regional platform, Indonesia collaborates with neighboring 

countries, sharing knowledge, experiences, and best practices to address shared challenges and 

achieve common goals. This concerted effort plays a vital role in protecting the Coral Triangle's 

ecological richness and promoting the sustainable use of its marine resources for the benefit of 

present and future generations. 
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Indonesia plays an active role in supporting capacity-building programs and providing 

technical assistance to developing countries, particularly in the realm of sustainable maritime 

practices. Recognizing the importance of collective action and knowledge-sharing, Indonesia 

seeks to empower other nations to integrate sustainability principles into their maritime 

governance frameworks. 

Through various initiatives, Indonesia shares its expertise and experiences in 

implementing sustainable practices, offering guidance and support to countries seeking to 

enhance their maritime sustainability efforts. This includes providing training opportunities, 

workshops, and seminars on topics such as responsible fisheries management, marine pollution 

prevention, and ecosystem conservation. 

Indonesia's capacity-building programs focus on enhancing the technical skills and 

knowledge of maritime professionals, policymakers, and stakeholders from partner countries. 

By equipping individuals with the necessary tools and understanding, Indonesia aims to foster 

a culture of sustainability and empower countries to effectively address the unique challenges 

they face in their maritime domains. 

Indonesia actively shares its expertise and experiences in implementing sustainable 

practices with other countries, offering guidance and support to enhance their maritime 

sustainability efforts. One notable example is Indonesia's collaboration with Timor-Leste in 

promoting responsible fisheries management. Through training programs, workshops, and 

seminars, Indonesia assists Timor-Leste in developing the technical skills and knowledge 

needed for sustainable fisheries practices, including proper fish stock assessment, fishing gear 

management, and effective monitoring and enforcement strategies 

(Arifin&Nugroho,2021:127). 

Furthermore, Indonesia engages in capacity-building initiatives with Pacific Island 

countries, such as Papua New Guinea and Fiji, to address marine pollution prevention. Through 

workshops and knowledge exchange programs, Indonesia shares successful strategies and best 

practices in waste management, recycling, and plastic pollution reduction. By enhancing the 

technical skills and knowledge of stakeholders in these countries, Indonesia empowers them to 

implement effective measures for marine pollution prevention and contribute to a cleaner and 

healthier marine environment (Suryadi, Hidayat&Hartoko,2022:175). 

In addition, Indonesia's partnership with the Maldives focuses on ecosystem conservation 

and protection. Through capacity-building programs, Indonesia assists the Maldives in 
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developing the necessary expertise and understanding of sustainable marine ecosystem 

management, including coral reef conservation, mangrove restoration, and biodiversity 

preservation. By sharing experiences and offering technical support, Indonesia contributes to 

the preservation of valuable marine ecosystems in the Maldives and helps strengthen their 

capacity for sustainable maritime governance (Syahrian&Purba,2022:135). 

These examples highlight Indonesia's commitment to sharing expertise and offering 

capacity-building programs to enhance maritime sustainability efforts in partner countries. By 

equipping maritime professionals, policymakers, and stakeholders with the necessary tools and 

knowledge, Indonesia actively contributes to fostering a culture of sustainability and 

empowering countries to address the unique challenges they face in their maritime domains. 

Indonesia also offers technical support and assistance in the form of advisory services, 

sharing best practices, and facilitating partnerships between relevant institutions. This 

collaborative approach enables countries to access valuable resources, tap into Indonesia's 

expertise, and develop tailored solutions that align with their specific contexts and priorities 

(Suryadi, Hidayat&Hartoko,2022:188). 

By actively supporting capacity-building initiatives and providing technical assistance, 

Indonesia demonstrates its commitment to global maritime sustainability. These efforts 

contribute to the broader goal of promoting sustainable practices, fostering international 

cooperation, and ensuring the long-term health and viability of marine ecosystems worldwide. 

We me conclude from the elaboration above, Indonesia actively supports capacity-

building programs and technical assistance initiatives to assist developing countries in 

implementing sustainable practices in their maritime sectors. By sharing expertise, providing 

training opportunities, and offering technical support, Indonesia aims to empower other nations 

to embrace sustainability and incorporate it into their maritime governance frameworks. 

Through its multifaceted approach to promoting sustainable practices and policies on the 

global stage, Indonesia demonstrates its commitment to responsible stewardship of the 

maritime domain. By influencing international regulations and fostering cooperation among 

nations, Indonesia strives to create an enabling environment where sustainable practices can 

thrive, ensuring the preservation of marine resources for future generations. 
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D. CONCLUSION  

Indonesia plays a significant role in shaping a sustainable international maritime regime 

by balancing conservation efforts with economic development. Through its participation in 

international conventions such as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), Indonesia not only contributes to international legal frameworks but also actively 

engages in preserving marine ecosystems globally. Additionally, Indonesia is involved in 

regional initiatives, such as the Coral Triangle Initiative, which demonstrates its commitment 

to environmental protection while promoting sustainable development. 

Indonesia’s active participation in regional platforms such as ASEAN further strengthens 

its role in sustainable maritime governance. Through these collaborations, Indonesia helps 

formulate policies and strategies to address maritime challenges, including sustainable fisheries 

management and marine pollution prevention. Moreover, Indonesia plays a crucial role in 

combating illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, which is a significant threat to 

ocean sustainability. Indonesia’s contributions to formulating and implementing more 

coordinated policies within the Southeast Asian region have had a positive impact on other 

countries facing similar challenges. 

Indonesia's international partnerships with countries like Norway, Australia, and the 

Netherlands further emphasize its commitment to creating sustainable solutions for global 

maritime issues. Through these collaborations, Indonesia not only benefits from knowledge and 

technology transfer but also contributes to the capacity building of other developing countries 

in areas like sustainable fisheries management, marine pollution prevention, and the 

development of environmentally friendly port operations. These partnerships not only 

strengthen bilateral relations but also provide a model for other nations on how productive 

international cooperation can support shared sustainability goals. 

Moreover, Indonesia's dedication to capacity-building programs for developing countries 

demonstrates its commitment to empowering other nations to implement sustainable maritime 

practices and effective governance. By sharing expertise and offering training opportunities, 

Indonesia helps these countries develop policies to address their own maritime challenges. This 

initiative also serves as a model for other nations seeking to balance the use and conservation 

of marine resources. 

This research contributes to previous maritime studies by providing a deeper 

understanding of Indonesia's role in shaping sustainable maritime frameworks at both the global 
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and regional levels. It highlights Indonesia’s efforts to balance economic and conservation 

interests and showcases its role as a key actor in international maritime governance. The study 

also recommends expanding research on Indonesia’s policies for sustainable fisheries 

management and marine pollution prevention, as well as the effectiveness of international 

partnerships in building the capacity of developing countries. 

Future research should further explore the impact of Indonesia’s policies on sustainable 

fisheries management and marine pollution reduction in broader regional contexts. Studies 

could also examine how developing countries can adapt Indonesia’s policies to address local 

challenges. Additionally, it is crucial to investigate Indonesia’s role in international maritime 

diplomacy, focusing on how its cooperation strategies can be enhanced to promote global 

maritime sustainability. 
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